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Many and varied were the successes of
the 7-liter Silver Ghost, patriarch of the
spectral family that was to yield Phantoms
and Wraiths by turn. In 1908, Johnson
pitted a Ghost against the contemporary
world record for nonstop reliability, held
by Siddeley at 7089 miles. Driven by a
team consisting of entrant Johnson, C. S.
Rolls, Eric Platford and S. Macready, the
big silken sidevalver knocked the Siddeley’s
figure for a row of ninepins, putting 15,000
miles on the dial, of which 14,371 were
nonstop except for Sunday layoffs, before
the marathon was voluntarily discontin-
ued. The whole deal was conducted under
RAC surveillance and it included, almost
incidentally, successful participation in the
season’s annual Scottish Trials. The sole
involuntary stop (outside of the 14,371
miles stretch) was no more than momen-
tary—result of a fuel tap being shaken
into the off position while traversing some
fierce terrain in the Scottish event. When
the whole thing was over, Johnson had the
RAC officials dismantle the car to the last
nut and bolt and replace any component
that showed the minutest vestige of wear.
Cost of the parts replaced, at present
money values, was around six dollars.

In general, the marque was seldom
represented in Brooklands races, for the
obvious reason that Royces, the epitome
of luxury and silence, were not normally
fast cars.Once, in 1911, just for stately fun,
the makers fitted a Silver Ghost with a
lightweight touring body and a high gear
ratio and timed it over a flying quarter
mile on the English track. It turned 101
mph.

Nothing resembling a grand prix car, in
the regular sense of the phrase, was ever
built at the sign of the Double R; but if
your automotive library includes a copy of
Monkhouse’s Grand Prix Racing (as it
should) you'll see by the statistical section
that a Rolls-Royce won the original
Spanish Grand Prix in 1913. Winning
driver was Don Carlos Salamanca, who
averaged 54 miles per hour fotr the pre-
scribed 192 miles, and another Rolls man,
Eric Platford, placed third. The race was
King Alfonso’s idea; like his son after him,
he was a fool for speed on wheels. For any
thing aspiring to the title of Grand Prix,
this race was something of a curiosity. Only
touring cars qualified, hoods were sealed
throughout, and no water replenishments
were allowed. As the 64 mile circuit in-
volved two ascents and descents per lap
of the formidable Guadarrama Mountains,
and the action took place in shade temper-
atures of 90 degrees (where there was any
shade), the prohibition on topping up
radiators wasn’t funny.

But it didn’t cause the RR element any
anxiety, and Salamanca, the Spanish con-
cessionaire for Mr. Royce’s remarkable
automobiles, finished a clear three minutes
ahead of the second place car, a Lorraine
Deitrich. Platford, at third, was nearly
half an hour in front of the traveling dust-
cloud enclosing the fourth finisher.

The mainspring of some great drivers
is cooperative sense, team spirit; others are
irked by shared responsibility and hit
their highest bent as individuals. Such a
one was James Radley, hero of the Monte
Carlo “record” that wasn’t a record be-
cause it couldn’t be mentioned in God-

92 SPORTS CARS ILLUSTRATED/NOVEMBER 1959

fearing society. Following a moral victory
for maker-sponsored Ghosts in triplicate
in the 1913 Austrial Alpine Trial, the com-
pany passed up the ’14 event, leaving it to
Radley to run his privately owned 40/50
as a loner. As on the occasion of his Monte
Carlo dash, however, they lent him the in-
valuable mechanic Ward.

In the face of opposition from bigger
displacement cars than his own (factory
teams from Benz and Austro Daimler,
among other heavy artillery) Radley kept
the RR pennant flying bravely for the first
four days of the trial. On famous passes
like the Pordoi, Rolle, Loibl and Falza-
rego he stood out as the star performer.
Once, at a railroad crossing, their old béte
noire, he and Ward were nearly beheaded
when the keeper started lowering the pole
when the Ghost was irrevocably com-
mitted to bisecting the tracks. Another
time Radley missed the route, beat his
way back to it after agonising delays,
sidled into the tail of the crocodile, sur-
vived a series of waking nightmares in
passing other cars on the brinks of prec-
ipices on his way up to his rightful place
in the listed sequence.

Then, at Innsbruck, came the appointed
day of rest. Rest for everybody, that is, ex-
cept the mad Englishman, Radley. The
talk at Innsbruck was of nothing but the
Turracherhéhe, a new and horrific hill
slated for the seventh day, which, the buzz
had it, had never been climbed on wheels.

There wasn’t any law against previewing
the Turracherhohe, just so you could get
there and back in the one day that was
available. Anyway, it was 250 miles away.
Anyway, you couldn’t use your competing
car because all such cars were officially im-
pounded during the rest day. It did just
happen, though, that Radley had a friend,
right there in Innsbruck, who had another
Ghost, practically the duplicate of his own.
The friend, the Autocar’s reporter, Charles
Freeston, was persuaded to unhand his
Rolls. Leaving Ward behind, Radley lit
out for the Turracherhohe, traversing
roads he’d never seen before.

A couple of hours before the trial was
due underway again, Ward’s anxiety was
becoming pitiable. Half an hour short of
zero time — still no sign of Radley — the
mechanic was verging on panic. Fifteen
minutes to go . . . and the wandering boy
wandered in, practically invisible under
his outer pelt of dust but otherwise none
the worse.

Yes, he’d reconnoitred the Turracher-
hohe. Yes, it was quite a piece of geology
at that, but with the advantage of a few
practice climbs he didn’t think it was
going to bother him. It didn’t. Come the
dreaded seventh day and, as Nockolds puts
it: “Many failed on the steep stretch a
hundred yards before the hill itself be-
gan; but the Rolls-Royce swept up with
ease, arriving in Salzburg in its usual po-
sition at the head of the procession”.

Frederick Henry Royce, Baronet, Officer
of the Order of the British Empire, once
described himself as “just a mechanic”. By
the same evaluation, James Radley was just
a driver. But it was mechanics and drivers
of the caliber of Royce and Radley who
won Rolls-Royce the title of The Best Car
In the World. And it was in competition
they did it.
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perfect combination of a town car and a
fast touring car ever built. It has only one
disadvantage: it burns gasoline at about
9-11 miles to the gallon. With good fuel
around 75 cents a gallon in Europe, not
many Continental owners can afford to
use for every-day driving the car that may
be a greater joy to handle than anything
else ever built.

Henry Royce died in 1934, but by that
time the company had been cast so firmly
in the mold of his mind, and that of Claude
Johnson, that there was no danger of
any fall-off in quality. Royce’s death did
bring one change: after due and deliberate
consideration, it was decided to change
the color of the enamel on the Rolls-Royce
radiator badge from the traditional red to
a mourning black, in perpetuity.

In 1935 the Company launched two new
models. These were the “25-30” with a
slightly increased engine capacity and the
old, madly complicated but wonderfully
efficient Rolls-Royce carburetor replaced
by a Stromberg. The fuel consumption
dropped from 21 miles per gallon to 16
and the performance was not greatly im-
proved.

In 1931 Rolls-Royce had bought up
Bentley Motors. It was widely believed at
the time that this was done to put to death
the 8-liter Bentley, which, had it been
properly developed, would have been an
infinitely better car than the Phantom II.

The Rolls-Royce company took the Gos-
hawk based “25” engine and said to their
experimental department, “Here you have
an engine with a virtually indestructible
bottom end. Build a dead silent sports car
engine that can perform in no uncertain
manner.” This they did, and very well.
The result was the 314-liter Bentley, built
by Rolls-Royce and put on the market in
1934.

A sufficiently well-heeled customer there-

fore had the choice, in 1935, of the new
Phantom III Rolls-Royce, the 3154 and
shortly afterward the 415-liter Bentley,
and the heavier, slower, slightly less eco-
nomijcal “25-30” Rolls-Royce.
_ The Company was now ready to produce
its ultimate effort, probably the most thor-
oughly refined automobile ever built: The
Phantom III. Its like will certainly never
be put into production again. Occasion-
ally, even today a maharajah or a busi-
ness tycoon orders one: the factory builds
it for him at a cost that is said to be
around $50,000—and at that R-R makes
only a token profit!

The 12-cylinder 71-liter P-III did every-
thing, and more, that the P-II did, and
did it with even more charm and grace.

turers, mail order houses,
chainstores, specialty houses.
Inch-pound, foot-pound

and metric models in wide
range of different capacities.
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The Autobiography of
a Road Racing Champion

By JOHN FITCH
with WILLIAM F. NOLAN

From Germany’s twisting Nurburg-
ring to the deceptive banked curves
at Monza, you are behind the wheel
with John Cooper Fitch, experiencing
each danger-filled moment in a fab-
ulous career of speed. You thread the
narrow, iced mountain roads high in
the Swiss Alps as Fitch becomes the
first American to win an Alpine cup.
You fight wind, heat and exhaustion
on the snaking length of the Pan-Am
Highway in the Mexican Road Race.
You share his cockpit during the
grueling Twenty-Four Hours of Le
Mans. You feel the shock and terror
of a 140-mph end-over-end crash at
Rheims.

Again and again, John Fitch has de-
fied death and disaster to win a string
of victories around the globe. In this
first full-length autobiography of a
champion U. S. road racing driver, he
tells you in fascinating detail how he
felt and what he did as he fought to
reach those checkered flags. With 16
pages of thrilling photographs.

Tour all the fabled racing circuits.
Meet the world’s great drivers. Get
your MUST book for 1959 at your
bookstore on publication, or malil this
coupon NOW.
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