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Cleanliness of line (s emphozized by the two-toe
finish. The oppesrance is eszentiolly modern,
but It remalns restrained 0 the Beatley trodition,
The simple groce will sot guickly become - dated
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BENTLEY

COMPANY as conservative as Bentley, known to

develop and adopt changes in design only after pro-

longed experiment and condideration, produces new
models infrequently. When the new Serics S was announced,
therefore, it was awalted by the molocing poblic with more
than ordinary interest, even thoogh the formidable price
plices that intereat in an academic class for the majority of
people.

The Series S, which succeeds the Mark VI, is, with the
cxception of the traditional radiator, of entirely modern
appearince, incorporating the best of current standards of
line and grace, yer cxcloding ‘witra-modern sevling details
that may foll suddenly from fashion. This approach s
illostrated by the head lamps, which are faired in to the
smoothly Howing wings but not cowled.  Similarly the renr
wings have a cleanly sloping line bot are nor swept up to
prominent fins at their extremitien. The =r, longer by
Iit 13m thoo the Mork VI Beoddey, has = delighenlly
balanced appearance.  The Bentley tested was conptantly
admired by drivers and non-motorists alike in England and
on the Continent, where mich of the tedting took place.

Performance matches the' appesrance, for the new model
i'a 100 m.ph. car, rénching 50 m.p.h. from o standing stan
in 103sec and 30 m.p.h. in 28sec. - After 80 appears on the
car's exceptionally accumte speedameter, the speed cun still
be increased by nearly 1 mph. per second 10 90 muph,
after which ir mscs at nn undersandably slower rate, 5 con-
siderable length of clear road being reguired for 100 mph
e be achieved. In nocmil deiving, speeds much in sxcess
of 3 genyine B0 mop.h. are unlikely 10 be seen, but this speed
18 n casily held as it in reached, ity maintenance frequently
made pracricuble by the reserve ol salety provided by the
incommparably good brakes.

These mechanical-servo-assisted brakes are the magic
hand thot grosps the car and strips it of its speed in a
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twinkling in almost any conditions. On one occasion the
ar, quite heavily laden, was being driven at 85 m,p.h. down
a completely open but quite steep hill when it was realized
that a side turning dlmost reached would provide s beteer
route.  The result of firm, but ot heavy, pressure on the
brake pedal provided sheer jov even for a driver already
{amilisr with the high standard of Bentley braking The
two tons of car and contents slowed smoothly to g crawl in
a moment withoot noise from brakes or tvres, withoor the
slightest deviation from course, and withoutr even a tremor
bong detected.  All thar could be felt was the immensely
poweriul remardation.

During brake testing at lower speeds, it was found that
only 23 Ib pressure on the pedal produces a powerful biaking
effeat, and thar there Is no advantoge in exerting more than
approzamately 50/ Th, which represents very litde offort, for
under this pressure deceleration #s ar its maximom ar little
short of lg om smooth concrete  This deceleration was
mensured 23 30 per second per second, close indeed 1o the
maximum of 32.2 permited by the narural laws govermng the
braking by friction of a body subject to the normal pull of
graviry. Incidentally, the brakes are not so efficient in reverse,
ahthough still effective.  The pull-out hand brake lever holds
the car in all conditions and the shorrcoming of it not being
ideally placed &4 of little consequence because antomatic
trnsmassin: mnd s atendane two-pedal conrrol wirtualiy
reduces the hand brake Jever (0 a safcty device for parking,

Auromatic Iransmssion is standard equipment on the new
Bentley and Rolls-Rovee models; and it is now more refined
than that used previously.  As a safery precsution the engine
cannod be started bnless the quadeant lever is in the neatesl
position.  MNex 1o neurral 13 position 4, engagement of which
provides the driver with fully automatic operation of the
four forward gears in all conditions. If the throtle pedal
is kept fully depressed, the gears change from first to stcond
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&t 19 mp.h., second o third ar 32 mph, and third w top
at 60mph, When the car 1y ravelling in vop gear ar speeds
belosw: 60 mephe, full depression of the throtle resuftd i
an autcmatic change down into third, or into second if the
speed is i the Twenties or below,

Sudden depression of the pedal in tlus way resulis ina
rather fierce initial acceleration in cither of the lower gears
because they arc engaged under {ull thromle “This tech-
migue of sudden, foll thromde opening e primarily mtended
for emergency, however, for there are alfermative methods
of changing gear. In the ordinory way 3 deiver szmply
opens the throttle smoothly and the gears will change almost
mperceptibly according 1o lodd:  Bur'if below 60 m.ph the
control lever i moved 1o position 3, third gear is outo-
matcally engaged, the change being made virtually imper-

Tie french polished woodwork of the focio ond window surround &5
vary beowtiful and, with the fine hide uphalstery, helps to provide the

laxuricis sppearance d'im sirch o cor.  Instruments gnd switches
are laid oot nootly, ond the ride control switch iz mounted conveniently
an_ the stearing colommn.  Adjuctoble ormeasts are fittad to the daors.
The baockrests of the bench type seat con be odjusted independentiy.
A pull-ou toble is ficted under the facia; it contalns the oshtray drower

ceptible if an approprmiate touch of thromle s piven simul-
tineotsly, With the lever in this position third gear ia
glways beld nnul 6) meph. is reached.  Above 80 m.p.h. top
engages. In all other respects first, second and third gears
operate ag if the lever were in positon 4.

For certnin conditions—primarily the negotintion of pro-
longed, very steep hills—position 2 5 provided o keep the
cur permanently in second gear. Position 2 {8 adjncent
reverse and, a5 a safcty precaution, these two geirs-are in a
different plane on the guadrant so that they cinnot be
engaeed accidentally, When the lover is ser ar 2. first gear
i by<passed and it i possible to hold second gear th some-
thing over 40 mp.h., the gear being held up to maximum
r.pm.  Positon 2 is also gseful for rocking the car, in con-
junction with reverse, should the road wheels have sunk
while stationary on o soft surface.

When the car is slowing pently, as when runming op 1o
red teaffic lights, the changing down of the geirs is imper-
ceptible to the passcogers. The changes are so smooth
that they frequently past unnoticed even by the driver.
There is no tendency to oreep when the or is sranionary
with the engine ticking over and the gear lever in one af
the driving positions; the take-up when the throtle is
opened in these conditions is delightfully smooth. even
when moaximom scceleration i required.  When starring

Twe 5L carberatiors dre fed with ofr through 0 mossive
clesner and silencer. The siz—cylinder 4,857 c.c.-engirs
hos on evertmad infeg ond cide exhourt sysem, oad the
plups and double-contace distributar ore readily accecsible

The side fights kigh in the wings hove red tell-tokes, both of which ore
visible from the driving sect. Fog lamps incerparating winking indicatars
are fited oz stendard on each-side of the troditicsal rodiator grifle

from codd the smoothest fake-off 15 achieved by letiing the
engine warm up sufficiently [or low r.p.m. to be beld while
# dimvines famoe 18 enenged

The performance provided by the new model calls for
oursmndingly good suspension -and &reering -if it i5-to be
used salely, aned in  car benring such a heavy price pur-
chasers paturslly expect very high standards indeed. Yer,
in a car of such considerable weight, ind in which comfort
and silence-are ar least g5 Important- as high performance,
the designers are faced with almosg insuperable problems
in irving, te provide the best of two worlds. The Beatlew
enginéers have been markedly sucoessful in their com-
Profmises.

The stecring has 43 turns of the wheel from lock to lock,
and as-p resulr it 15 light o operate. althongh the driver
his to work rather hard when mancuvring in crowded
streets.  On the open road directional contrel is com-
mendably precise, and the activities of the front wheels
can be fele theough the steering to-a nicely chosen degree.
When cornermg fast on indifferent surfaces, movemoat of
the wheels 4 translared into @& slight reaction at the
steering wheel that indicates pleasantly what i3 happening
at road level.

Tt is easy to be misled by the softness of the ride into
thanking that the steenng and suspension fall short of the
stondards ‘set by high-performance sports cars, such an
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assumplion bemng not unnaroral having in mind the char-
acter of the car. In this connection it is interesting to
note that on the decidedly poor surface of 2 straight road
in northern France, the Bentley was kept 1o n speed of
85 mph. in safety and with sopreme comfort, the poor
sutface being indicated to the driver only through the
reaction in the steering wheel and 3 lightnees in the feel
that indicated how hard the front suspension was being
made to work. When recently the sume road wag osoed
in similar conditions by two hi nce $ports cirs
the cquaolly safe speed wis some S mp.h. lesd und the
eifects of the rough surface were pronounced.  Thus, in
the new model is achieved 2 wonderful degres of comfort,
combined with a standard of control that falls short only
of the best of super sports cars. The only aspect of the
suspension in which the car proved disappointing con-
cerned the comtrol of the rear spring dimpers. Instead of

BENTLEY SERIES S SALOON
WHEE! Basg it 3"
FRGAT TRalk &It
EEAR TMatx ¢ o°
CVERALL LENGTH T 7%
OVERAL WDTH 4 2%
OMERALL HEIGHT % "

5

the lever fitted to previous models to give the drver an
adjustment at will of the rear dampers, there 44 & switcl
marked normal and hard, but virmually no difference in
the ride could be felt when this wis operated.

One fast run in the new car s sufficient for the dover
to realize that the deésigners have surpossed themelves in
making the interor silent. On previcus models the: effect
of closing all the windows in town traffic was 1o encase
the occupants in 2 soundproof room, bur ar high speed
there was still apprecinble wind noite. The interior of
the Series S is wmerly silent st 100 mph when the
windows are closed. Should a window be apened the
cracking noise of 2 hundred-mile-an-hour gale shamers the
calm, but otherwise one is conscious of the speed anly
by warching the speedometer or the rapid zpproach of
the horizon. On o Belgian sutoroute speeds of more than
90 mph. were held for some miles, the occopants of the

DATA

PRICE (Basic), with saloon body, £3,295.

British purchase fix, £1,374 Os 104

Total {in Great Brimin), £4,66% 0s 104

ENGENE: Capacity: 4,887 c.c. {2082 ¢ =},

MNumber of :,-.r'l"‘mduw-: 6:33 =

E&:f I':I.I'.'I.ﬂ stpoke: $5.25 = 1143 mm (3] x

19N

Vulve gear ohow. inler, sov. exhaust,

('-nm%r:uinn ratio: ‘6.6 o I

MPH. per |00 r.pm, on top gear, 25,

WEIGHT: (with 5 pgols loel), ¥i cwt
[ZE=TL N N

Weight dmstribution {per cent): F, 51; R, 49,

s Laden ns testeds 404 cwe (4,542 1b?,
/ u;:" : Lb per o [liden): LOA.
| BRAKES: Type: Bentloy Girling.
:iﬂ""_ = Method of opermtson:  Hydro-mechamiol,
]

i

FETVO Opcriled.
Drum dimensions: F, 11fin dirmeter; 3in wide,
R, 11}in dismeter; Jin wide.
Lining sreaz ¥, 212 'ng in,
fﬁ #q in per ton ladead,

TYRES: 4 20—15in.
Pressures (o per 8 inj: F, 19; B, 26 (oormal),

TANK GAPACITY: 16 Imperial gallor.

R, 212 »q in

Messurements in these Lin to Ift scale body dingrams ore taken
of fore and oft

with the driving seat in the central powition
odjustment and wich the seat cushians uncomp

somp, 16 pants.
ooling system, 30 pints.
TURNING CIRCLE: 41ft Sin (L sand R
Stoenmg wheel tums (ock w locky: 4],

DIMENSIONS: Wheelbase 1(dr 3in.
Track F, dft 10in} R, 5fc Oin.
Leéngeh (overally: 176 7in.

PERFORMANCE

Heizhe Sit din.

Widsth: 6ift 23in.
ACCELERATION: from constant spesds.  TRACTIVE RESISTANCE: 15 I per ton oo adin.
Sperd Range, *CGear Batios and Time in scc at 10 MUP.H. Frontal sreat 36.4 aq ft (approximarcz).
l‘;f# * “;? TRACTIVE EFFORT: ELECTREICAL SYSTEM: i2-wolt 57 am-
040 S T Puill  Eguivalens pése-hoar hl.t'w.r{.
050 58 T (b ;_:ﬁm G déigsﬂ_ Head lighoe Deable dip; 60-36 warr bulbs.
il 5.9 oF = =S i SUSPFENSION: Front, independenr,  coll
5078 s b 35 1R3"™  Toprep wd webhese  Rex,  seimi
From rest throvgh gears oo elliptic. Anti-rofl bar position froat and
e sou BRAKES: rea.
= Efficrency Pedal Presuure (15)
ﬂ : igg 73 per cont 25
R S0 g (ea 9
s s e FUEL CONSUMPTION:

* Genr ratios 3.4% 4.9 {JD'I'. and 1306 to 1.

Smnding quarter mile, 19.7 sec. : A

14 mop.g. overall for 261 miles {20 Hres peT
100 fem_}.

pg.ﬂm.rmtc' ool range 1516 mop.g.
RLT=IT.6 litres per 100 km.).

SPEEDS ON GRARS: % Rpirl EodlPinremde
T mean) E|-:|1 s Alr temperatom 68 deg
e ' 1 CTRITN: :

e ({buﬂ 10l 163 Accelizution Hlumdgz tlic means of scveral
Id .. e o [ 100 Tluh:lh] site disections.
2od .. i 5 2 51 Cve mnd  resistance  ohinined 1
let = o = 19 1 w b
{In 4 range moxmum en *ad {5 40 mpl, Model d i The Auwocar of April 29,
od kphl 1955,
SPEEDOMETER CORRECTION: M.P.HL
Car speedometer .. 10 20 50 E 50 i) 0 -1 Lo 100 I |
True specd . waie OB 0 3 40 50 bo 70 .1 91 1ol mlj.‘-i'i-ls ."I '-""""'*'"":"Iu_ e

gl =
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car conversing in drowing-room. ones, marvelling ot the
almast eerie tilence.

Much of the credit for the comfort and silence i owed
to the desion and construction of the coachwork. A bench
ficat af the front has separate backrests thar are adjustable
within the range from bolt upright to semi-reclining. The
backrests: of pll the scors are il ond, partculsrly ur the
Tear, passengers can goo o =lecp if they wish with heads
rested on upholstery that is ax comfortable as the softeat
pillow. The backrest of the rear seat sweeps right round
the corners to add still ‘further 1o comfort, and this eat
has a central and side armrests. Ammrests are fitted only
1o the deors for the front occupants. Central armrests
would be @ uscful addiion. The car is supremely com-
forwable for four people, and six of avernge stature can
be accommodated.

Dectail fittings are abundane. There is a grab handle in
front of the front passenger, and in additien to spring-
Joaded Sirips: In the rear compartment that swing up
abave the line of the windows when not in use, there are
grub handles on the insides of the doors. There is a pull-
out teble placed centrally under the facia, in which there
15 o subsidiary ashtray drawer. The drawer has a curved
foor at the rear, and as the slide on the car tested wosa lirde
loosc, ash was spilt.  Fold-down whbles are incorporated in
the backs of the front scats with ashtrays, whose exteriors
are replicas of the tables, built into the same polished
wood surround.  Therc is a cigar lighter on the facia and
another beside ooe of the pair of vanity mirrors at the
rear. Each mirror has its own light and Hght swich,

Apart from the conventonal heater-demister unit in front,
electric elements are moulded into the rear window pane to
keep this clear also. However, it is difficult to understand
why the switcl: for this device should be firted below the rear
window itsclf. Unless the driver has a rear passenger, he
mmust 520 the car dhould he wish to clear the window when
tus rearward vision i3 affected by moisture. There s a
lockable plove compartment in the left side of the facia and
an open pocket on the driver’s right, Pockets are aiso fitted
in the front doors, but there is none at the rear,

Controls on the instrument panel have been reduced 1o 2
minimum, most of those provided being plam and func-
ticnal, and designed for more than one purpose in the pull
and twist planes,

Instruments oo the facia are as comprehensive as would
be ‘expected, but the rev. counter comumon o previous

vs has been omitted, it having no further useful pur-

pose following the adoption of automatic transemission ax
The starter is now opemted by clockwise pressare

on the ignition key beyond the point at which the ignition
is troed on. indscreen washers arc operated by the
windzcreen wiper switch, and an additional switch connects
a solenoid that releases the panel covering the fucl filler cap
at the rear.  The punel can alio be released manually by o
control I the Iuggsee locker. Fine hide is used for the
upholstery, and the fucia and the window surrounds are
finished in superbly french polished woodwork. On the car
tested the doors had to be slammed fnirly hard. It may be
presumed that the coachwork as 3 whole was sull tght
pending final adjustment ofter more prolonged “shaking

Tobles end oshtroys are fittad tojthe backs of the front seots.  Operation
of the windows ood idoor Jocks i conventional

The luppags locker, betng very lang, iz more capacious than it oppears at

firt aipht.  Atroy of hond tools and share bulhs iz housed under the carpet

in the leckar. Larger tools ore jn with the shere whesl, ond thers Js an
inspection famp included in the equipment

down,™ (Bentleys do not, of eoume, have to be run-in by
ther purchasers.)

The longer tail of the new car has ennbled the lugpage
room. o be incressed. The locker is not very decp, as the
spare wheel is lnid horfzontally in 8 special compartment
below the floor.  However, it is long, and capable of accom-
modating n useful omount of lupgage. The larger tools arc
fitted in the sparc wheel compartment, and there is a tubber-
litted tray of smmll tools tucked under a corner of the carpet
of the lnggage locker itself. Provision is made for strapping
the luggage locker lid securely should so much loggage be
carpied thar the lid cannot be fully closed. On it are
mounted the mumber plate ood a unit contaiming the icu-
larly ellective reversing lights and a light for number plate
illumination. The bulh of the law mentioned lamp Failed
during the test and ies replaicement—by a bulb included in
the ttay of tools—was an unnecessacily long job, Hesdlamp
bulby were easier 10 change (3 change 10 yellow bulbs being
undertaken when the car was @ken to Franee) and the beama
were adecquate for fast touring at night

For these ible 1o afford o car offering such comfort, quality
and performance, fuel consumprion s of Hitle account. Fow-
Ever, it 15 of academic interest 10 record that 13 w 16 mp.g.
is not unreasonable when the size of the engine (the larpest
British car omit), performance, suromatic' transmission: and
weight are taken mio account. | Only the modest size of the
fuel tank calls for criticism. A mnge of Jess than 200 miles
{excluding the reserve supply) is not in sccord with the
long-distance touring capalites of the carn

When o model is offered at such a high price the
smallest detail that 15 not of the very highest stndard miust
be criticized. The Bentley was all the more impressive, there-
fore, for proving 1o be remarkably free from the minor defects
that are frequently overlooked by even the most thopough
mamifacturers:. Indeed, the contrary was the case, praise
being won for many small detalls ad well as [or the mojor
components. Typical examples-are the way m which the
sun wizors are fashioned to fit the exnct shape of the wind-
screen, and the saperb craftsmanship with which even the
smullest piece of piping on the upholstery is ferminated with
its oam lirtle hide capping.

The latest Bentley model affery o depgree of safety, comfort
and performance thar s beyond the expericnee and perhaps
even the imagination of the majority of the world's motarists.

A clgar lighter is flited beslde one of the rear vanity mirrars, each of
widch hos Its own lght switch. The hond strop swings out of the way
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